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Claire's analysis of the copies of d'Archambault's plan, one of which was dedicated to Charles de Lorraine, then governor of the Southern Low Countries, and the other was destined for the Empress Maria Theresa, and her archival research on the plan announced her arrival as a historian of cartography of the Southern Netherlands, of which she would become the leading specialist of her time. Also in 1969, her first study on the so-called Ferraris map, a map of present-day Belgium made under the direction of Joseph de Ferraris (1726-1814) and dedicated to the imperial court of Vienna, appeared.
2 Many more publications related to the history of cartography of the Southern Netherlands followed.
In 1984, under the direction of the well-known Belgian historian and archivist Maurice Arnould, Claire completed her doctorate on military cartography in the Southern Netherlands and the Prince-Bishopric of Liège at the end of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Her thesis was published in the same year in the Travaux series of the Centre d'Histoire militaire of the Musée royal de l'armée et d'histoire militaire in Brussels, where she was by then employed as map curator and where she remained until her retirement. 3 Although the book covered all the important cartographic output of the Southern Netherlands in the period under consideration-that is the maps by Pennier, Naudin, Fricx, de Fer, Cassini, Jadot-it is especially thanks to her painstaking archival research and her fundamental study of the Ferraris map that it is still of enduring importance.
Two further volumes were published in the same Military Museum of Brussels series. In 1988, Claire's history of Belgium's national geographical institute (first called Dépôt de la guerre and later Institut Cartographique Militaire) from its creation to the beginning of the First World War, appeared. 4 This book was based on her cataloguing work within the Map Room of the Military Museum, which houses the Institute's cartographic collection. Then in 1997 she filled the chronological gap of the half-century between her first two volumes with a study of the cartography of Belgium in the period from Ferraris's death to the creation of the Dépôt de la guerre in 1831. In 1985 Claire was responsible for the Europalia exhibition, held in Brussels, on Belgian cartography in Spanish collections and produced the catalogue. Claire was an excellent colleague, always generous with her vast knowledge of maps and archives. She was sensitive, with a great sense of humour; she also loved drawing and baroque music.
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